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YEDID ANNUAL REPORT 2016
Working for a poverty free Israel

We’re here so that 
no one has to fight 

poverty on their own.

We won’t stop until we have eradicated poverty.
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What we do

YEDID (“friend” in Hebrew) was established in 1997 to promote 
social and economic justice in Israel through a national network 
of 16 Citizens' Rights Centers 
in disadvantaged communities 
throughout Israel- primarily in 
Israel’s periphery.

YEDID helps thousands of Israelis 
every year struggling with poverty; 
through individual assistance, 
community programs and advocacy. 
We campaign to tackle the root 
causes of poverty so that, one day, no 
one will have to turn to us for help.

YEDID’s legal department offers free advice and legal representation 
to protect people’s basic necessities, such as social assistance, housing, 
health, education and human rights. YEDID’s work is carried out by tens 
of trained workers and hundreds of volunteers, some of whom have 
been past applicants, with other volunteers being professional lawyers, 
social workers, accountants, and more.



3

The Reasons People Come to YEDID

Consumer Goods and 
services, Health, and 

Family 19%Employment 8%

Misc Rights 9%

Housing 11%

National Insurance Institute 21%

Debts and Repossessions 32%
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Inequality is a serious threat to the 
health and well-being of all Israelis

YEDID is working to narrow the income gap through:

Helping people access their benefits

Financial Literacy training

Getting more people back in the workforce

Advocating for benefits on behalf of single mothers and 

other low income Israelis

Since its founding, YEDID has assisted more than 500,000 families 
and individuals. Our work in the Knesset has impacted wide 
sections of Israeli society:

250,000 children annually receive hot meals during the school year 
and 8,000 students from low socioeconomic families receive hot 
meals over the summer vacation
Close to 70,000 pupils from single-parent families receive National 
Insurance grants
The National Council for Nutritional Security was established to 
determine policies and budget impacting food security
We have made great strides in housing-, livelihood- and 
employment rights. 
More than 50,000 solar heating units were installed for public 
housing residents after YEDID persuaded the ministry of housing  
to allocate the money.

In 2016, we secured more than $1.2 million dollars for our clients in 
benefits they were entitled to.
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Our 2016 achievements include:

Housing: More than $42 million was designated to purchase 

apartments for people who have waited for public housing for over 

ten years.

Tenants are now prohibited from being evicted from public housing

Food Security: Food security initiative- collaboration between 

the Ministries of Welfare and of Finance, Leket Israel and Eshel 

Jerusalem- saw its budget doubled impacting 15,000 families.

Daily Living: The number of Israelis who had their water cut off in 

2016 dropped to 27 from 7,000 the year before.

Financial: A new law was passed to separate credit card companies 

from the banks - means low income people will gain by having 

competition and easier credit terms.

The scope of bank assistance offered to women in shelters for 

abused women has been extended

Tax credits for single mothers have been extended, enabling some 

60,000 working mothers to receive thousands of shekels
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Balance Sheet in US Dollars

Year Ending 
ASSETS 2016 2015
Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 139,299 63,840
Trusts 5,722 9,662
Accounts Receivable 170,656 417,383
Miscellaneous Debtors 4,087 6,040

319,765 496,926
Non Current Assets
Fixed Assets 55,621 47,938
Provisions for Severance Pay 68,344 60,048
Long term Trusts 0 3,844

123,965 111,831

Total Assets 443,730 608,757

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities
Credits from banking corporations 65,115 0
Suppliers and Service Providers 85,335 105,283
Salaries and Withholding Taxes 128,941 104,591
Total Current Liabilities 279,392 209,874

Net Assets
Net Assets for Use with Activities -50,338 80,740
Net Fixed Assets 55,621 47,938

5,283 128,678

Net Temporarily Restricted Assets 159,055 270,204

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 443,730 608,757
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Income & Expenditure Statement in US $

2016 2015
Income
Net Donations and Allocations 791,300 624,862
Net Assets Released from Restrictions 905,598 1,127,462
Allocation from the Government Ministries 0 76,115
Value of volunteers 237,504 0

1,934,402 1,828,438

Direct Expenses
Cost of workers and volunteers 1,229,362 1,025,537
Direct expenses for activities 422,130 424,278

1,651,492 1,449,815

Net Income from Operations 282,910 378,623

Administration and General Expenses 261,192 253,702
Public Relations and Fundraising Expenses 133,234 108,231

Net Income (Expenses) before Interest -111,515 16,690

Net Interest Expenses 13,787 4,396

Net Income (Expenses) -125,302 12,294
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YEDID Board of Directors

Board

Senior Staff

Gidi Kaplan, Co-founder of Gilat Satellite Networks, Director of the 

Regional Technology & Educational Center of the Negev

Attorney Ruth Amit Fogel, Counsel Law firm Amit, Fogel Matalon

Yuval Golan, Owner, A-Online Capital Ltd.

Yosef Gotlieb, Geographer, specialist in climate change and 

international development, author, instructor, David Yellin College of 

Education.

Eyal Itach, General Manager , Alexa Shopping product engineering at 

Amazon Israel

Stanley Ringler, Director Emeritus, Department of Legacies and 

Foundations of Keren Hayesod – United Israel Appeal, Jerusalem 

Hassan Shauni, Educator and activist.

Sari Revkin MSW, Executive Director

Ran Melamed, Deputy Director for Communications & Social Policy
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Our supporters

Each year, we are humbled by the generosity and kindness of all our 
supporters, and this year has been no exception.

North American Federations, Foundations and Individuals
Jewish Federation of Central Alabama
The A.M. Fund
Kathryn Ames Foundation
Rachel Apter 
Joan and Robert Arnow Fund
Ann Bardacke and David Wolf
The Herbert Bearman Foundation
The David Berg Foundation
Robert and Elisa Bildner
The Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation
The Jack Chester Foundation
The Claims Conference 
Henry Cohen 
Crown Family Philanthropies
The Dobkin Family Foundation
The Dorot Foundation
Lois & Richard England Family Foundation
The Henry and Edith Everett Foundation 
Daniel Nobel Farber
Cheri Fox
June Baumgardner Gelbart Foundation
The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert 
Foundation
Elliot Glass and Pam Senor Glass
The Global Giving Foundation
Goodwin Foundation
Paula & Jerry Gottesman Family 
Supporting Foundation
Sally Gottesman
Richard and Lois Gunther
The Hadassah Foundation
Ashley Hoffman, Harriet Hoffman
Holzer Family Foundation
International Fellowship of Christian and 
Jews
Jewish Community Foundation of 
Southern Arizona
Just Give
Lee and Luis Lainer Family Foundation

Lambert Family Foundation 
Levin Family Foundation
Peter Levy
Barbara G. Manilow and the Crown 
Goodman Family
The Reggi Marder Foundation
Ben May Charitable Trust
Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger
Greater Miami Jewish Federation
The Morningstar Foundation
The New Israel Fund
Pele Fund
Jewish Federation of Greater Portland 
Abraham and Sonia Rochlin Foundation
David and Jennie Rosenn
Jonathan Rosner and Dena Rabinowitz
Robert Russel Memorial Foundation
Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle 
United Jewish Appeal 
Harry and Jeannette Weinberg 
Foundation

Bloom Foundation
The Fidelio Foundation
Glencore Foundation – The DM Charitable Trust
The Pears Foundation
The Sam and Bella Sebba Charitable Trust

European Foundations
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Alon Shalev Investments Ltd. 
The Arison Foundation
Arkin Family/Arkin Properties Ltd
Yigal Arnon and Partners 
Ashdod Municipality
Bank Discount Ltd. 
Bank Hapoalim Ltd.
Bnai Brak Municipality
Ruth Amit Fogel 
Avi Gabbay
Gama Management and Clearing Ltd. 
Gornitzky & Co.
Tamara Gottstein
Elisha Gottstein 
Hot Telecommunication Systems Ltd.  
Impact Ltd. 
Israel Bar Association 
Jerusalem Municipality
Gideon and Ilana Kaplan
Leumi Card
Yehousha Levinberg
Matan – Investing in the Community  
Meitav/Dash Investment House
Mimun Yashir (Direct Finance) 
ORS Medical Services Ltd. 
Partner Communications Company Ltd.
Yitzhak and Rivka Sourani 
Staci Light-Recanati and Oudi Recanati 
Strauss
Tamar and Joshua Raz
Tel Aviv Municipality
Tadiran
Tnuva
Wobi

Israeli Corporations, Foundations, Individuals 
& Local Government

Legal services for Nazi victims have been supported by a grant
from the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany.
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For more information in the US contact:

American Supporters of YEDID
Director: Wendy Borodkin
Telephone: 551-486-6915
Email: yedidusa@gmail.com
492 Cedar Lane, #335
Teaneck, NJ 07666
US Tax Exempt
#20-042-6365

YEDID: The Association for Community Empowerment
Visit us in Israel: Contact Elaine Musan Levi.
Telephone: 972-2-679-0710
Email: resources@yedid.org.il
Israeli Amuta # 58-031-217-1
www.yedid.org.il/English
https://www.facebook.com/YEDID.NGO
28 Pierre Koenig Street
P.O. Box 53151 Jerusalem 91531
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